PATH
"of the EAGLE

From little more than one
glorified box-kite Pennsylvania- KURT RﬁND

« [ HE firsi plane was called “Fly

Central Airlines has grown to prosper. Todunee Rivals s Bt was srcperty

named beckisie no one, after a fock

at it, could believe it would last longer.

Pablicly they cafled their route—Fitts-

burgh to Cleveland—the “Path of the

Esgle," Lirersl-minded pilots. however,
dubbed it the “erow's bop”

They carried the mail—with an aver-
agpe of between two and three forced
landirgs & week. The entire staff: pilots,
maintenance crews, traffic, accounting
and ewen the barkers for the sight-
seging fripe rin between mail fights
{and, incidentally, the chief source of
revenne) consisted of ninepersons.

Such is the heginning of our soccess
story. The obvions contrast is to point
i Pennsylvania-Central Airlines today—
the concerm that had its birth in the
rickety ald "Fly Today." We're blush-
ing because the tle resembles the Hom-
tin Alger epics, But it's true and it's
modern.  It's typical of the leap from
rags to riches {riches of equipment, per-
formance and even, now at last, of rev.

Firsk of PCA's now Bost of Doughins
in thown abswa on th delivery Bight




enue ) that commercial aviaion has made
im the last I3 years
But let's get back io the beg
: i

ack to the "2k Ihe only comn

i =l i
JlHE] i KEL

tinre Feat, & young Jaemser ¥
harmstorming fAyers 1o wse as o head-
quarters. It was aboot 1,200 fes square,
surrounded by rees.  Planes were sinked
down at might and engines occasionally
overbinaled nasde a tent |'|:||":||.ﬂ| il er
the trees, This waz Beitia Fleld. Tt had
an allure for thousands of Pittsharghers
and a crowd of 10000 persons wanting
airplage rides on a Sonday or Bolsday
wiE mot unéommon. People actually
iought fo gét a ride at 10 2 hop.  MNat-
wrally such business attracted fies.

e of the eacly opérators there was
a1 McKeeiport autamohbile dealer, Clif-
ford A. Ball. He was quickly convinced
that the airplane had wonderful paossi-
lilities as a wehicle of commerce. He
quesitoned one of the barnstormers,
Charles A, Lindbergh, about kis dess of
the futore of avistion. Soon afterward,
Ball purchased owr old friend “Fly
Today.™

Ball was one af the few men o aper-
ate his plane in a buginesstike fashion
and he scan made enough profits, with
several ather pilots, 1o purchase the Reld
and form the Pittshurgh-McEeeaport
Airport Co. The first bulding these
was & combined signbosrd, living quar-
ters Tor Balls lone pilot [Roiner Wiy-
ant} &nd refreshment stand. He imme-
digfely mmderstocd the necessity of se-
curing commercial contrscts to make the
aleport a sscosts and began soliciting the
add of Pittsburgh businessmen in nego-
tizilass with the Pead Office Departmamnt,
His suggestion that it wss high thne
(this wag 1925) that Pittsburgh bad some
sort of adrmasd] serviee, was coldly re-
ceived

But Ball, the aulo salesmsn, was an-
dizscomraged and two vears latér he swe-
ceeded in getting a contragt for lerrying
the mail to Cleveland, Despite antig-
onism of many Pittshargh basinessmen
he was ahle to form Clford Bafl, Ine,
io take aver the contract, Barr Peat and
W, B, Phelan, new PLCA station man-

This group ed Pidibergh besiness mon, faspeating Hew ¥ork alipars in
1928, rubwnad do Fors fhe Plihbegh Avlalbon Industdss Corpesafion,

ager ab Harnsluirg, Pa, asssied hm

With thelr mepper funds taEed wie-

Hy by blackjacking their iriends, they
EEAN Preparations b OIpeET e - SETVICE
il TE 19ET First thes

W ai I hiplanes wi t
E2 500 each. Them they put up a smsall
wionden hangar and bunkhonse for pilots.
Their 6irst two pilots were “Curly”
Lovejoy and Merle Moltrup, Dewey
Moyer wai a pilot-mechanic and Hill
Livingood was ground crew. Joe Mar:
tin, now superintendent of maintenance
for American Airlines, was the Cleve-
land airpart manager for Ball,

Although the boys dida't know 4t &t
the tme, they had picked a roate that
congiatently hag some of the worsl
wiekther in the entire United Sates. And
thiz weather problesn made ftself Echi
from the start. “The opemmng trip got
throuwgh on the scheduled trme of 2 hoors
15 minutes. But rotten weather cansed
two forced lamdimgs the hrst week of
flying and it scom became a commaon
OCCUTTENDE

In that first mosth 900 pounds of makl
were transported bot, by Decemhber of
that year, the company carried 2780
pounds, Mo cne with PCA today will
tell how many tEmea the Pittshargh ity
telephnme directory, carefully wrapped
and stamped with stamps bowght by
pirline employess, made the shuttle trip.
“Perish the thooght of sech things”™ s
the sttitude of all airline opecsbors boday,
bt everyone in the industry knows that
it happened ofien o the older, more
kaphazard days when mail was the back-
haaie of Fevente—and mail was light.

Alogether the young company carried
19,573 peinds in 163 :E_w the emd of
1929, the mail raffic had expanded o the
point where the company had Nown 9114
toms of meil, If it & tree, as had been
reparted, that the Post Office Depart-
ment had authorized fthe mall coatract
between Pittshargh &ed Cleveland to
convince other airline cperators that madl
coald be profitable, the prool ssemed to
he attmined.

Although the company wes making
money, the post office was constamtly
increasing its demands for betier service

th DX -3 engimcs at

C. B Monra, PCA head |right), and L F.
Arnold, vieaspresident, beidlds sew DC-D.



Govarnmant and airline officish |abovwe| gabhersd af Waihinglea on June B, 1931,

te insuguraks mail sed paisEsgEr MErvice oo Weaih sgten-Pitkiburgh-Clevaland roube.

This g the first 'Wace ™7 ussd by tha ariginel predecesscr company of PCA. Tha
line war Foundad in 1927, I the Geab pesr the compasy flew 19,573 powads o4 ma

By F929 ths growing company was uUiisg Faischild “71" Slaspasesger ihips., Thuis
planss asfendad fhe las from the seeih feie Weaklagron, Mofe tloges o fusslige.

amd better eguipment. The roote was
lengthened and the post office began de-
manding that facilities for careving pas-
sengers along with the mail be provided,
Eall purchased a Kvan cabin plane with
a J-5 engine, then a Pitcairn Mailoeing
with a I-5 and a J-% Travel A, which
was the company's hrst plane equipgped
with landing lights, navigation lights and
Haree. The “Path of the Eagle" was
beginning 10 be recognized in Cleveland
and Pil.l:l;.ll'nrﬂkl a5 cne thaf hunesmse—nar-
mnal ]lhnlﬁ:ﬁ.—t‘ﬂiuhl take

Alea, Ball's routes had become pary of
the netlon-wide rail and air g2rvice, Air-
mail from the cast coast was traimed
weit of the mountaims to Pittdburgh
where Ball picked it wp and Rew it 10
Clevelamd A compection from the wast
also was in efect at Cleveland with
Mational Alr Tramsport lines.  Alsa,
when fhe NAT plane was late—as it
frequently was—a speclal night fighe
would he made.

In those days preparations for any
Hight were simple. The barnstorming
pilots felephoned Pittsburgh and ques-
tioned the field attendant about the
weather thére., The replies would e in
such mon-technical language as: “Swell
weather here, come on through,” or
“Leoks pood to me,” or even, "I think
you ean make 0 1 can eee the town
lights a mile away.”

Remember that they had o light bea-
cans, s radio, and mighty few nstro-
meeits.  Abhave all e indirdaments fof
cloud or fog fiying, But they did a ser-
prisingly good and repular jobh. Withom
even navigetion or landing lights they
waild hop off and confidenthy Ystart
throwgh,” When fiell employess at
Pittsburgh heasd the J-58 or the OX's
they'd dash out and Hght a pile of
gazaline-goaked rags ia the middle of the
freld, The glare would guide the pilots
dawi

There were plenty of “adveniures™ in
thisare Righte. One of the eardy Byvers,
“Red” Couples, flew the mail to Pivs-
burgh one night only to fnd the smoky
city completely fogged in, He tried to
let down bist bousd the suff right on the
grownd. Finally he climbed back on top
and thosght things over, He was in a
toagh spot as he well knew, Worst of it
wad that ke had no ides of his position.
Cruising on top of the fog be spied a
red glow in the distance, Upon close
examinption, be discovered the glow was
from the blasy Turpaces of § steel mill in
Alliguippa. Newer before or since bas
Pittsbergh's  steel  Indusiry  been 5o
heartily appreciated, Cowples croised
arcand till dawn and a souwthwest wind
shifted the fog so he was able to get
dawn safely.

The firsl phesengers were  carried
almoat & year after Ball's start. O Apral
. 1920, a Fairchild FC-2 plane carried
four men at a speed of ¥ moph. Tram
Fittebairgh to Cleveland, OPENInE a4 mew
chpter in the company’s exiatence, That
date im 1928 3 the day on whieh the
Mational Safety Council marks as the
commencement of the unmatched safoty
record that Bail's and suceeeding com-
panies have made over this ronis,



tzier Hall's line extended
ie Alleghenies into Wash
TTELE Bud Beker (st g PCA milod)
teok the ¢ontrols of rehidd YT e
iy akx to the capital, Th«
“Taih | " was extending info
the eagle"s nest

Abost & YER
{13 rante ovee

While Ball's airline was  expanding
ithier phases of avistion were changing
Hetiis Field was taken over by 3
company that began bailding i
hangar, baot hardly Bad this work begun
when Cortizs-VWright bought the Geld,
graded it and added an adminEtcation
building. Ball, Inc. had a modeérn air-
port for its operations base.

More pilots were added to care for new
schedales. Some of them were: Trow
Sebree, Rievers, Chris Pickup
{mow & ion=miler with United Air
Lines), Geme Cecll, Clarence Bell {mow
with Goodyear Tire & Robber companyl,
Horace Siark (sitll with PCAY, Edimond
i Hienripaes, Lowell Scrogging and
Loiples (who still is witk PCAY, There
e later

wird athera added :

bii thase wmir

Had o he i

pilodn aftes
1 ind even manl
and Baggage bustlers, Alwarys they were
salegirien. Cne fale 12 told of a veteran
PCA pilot who “got” his man. With
one passenger aboard they took off for

ngton from Pittshargh B & Fairs
child "71", It was the first tiene the pllod
hatdl fAown the plane and he was un
familiar wiith ihe fuel fank |:-\.'||IL.I|_- I
the &lF thi |-i|-:'|' ol mlo conversabon
with the pasernger and was boasting of
e wels M Engmes as
comypared with ihoss 1 ¥ —when the
mater qel cold. The lank used for
take=odf had rum dry.

bty al

Framtically the pilot searched for the
wvalve that waald allow him to feed fuel
Eriviin it Of Ebe lwo other tapks o the

[ Loondimued om Saar 550

Canhral replisg fo FAL'S Beaingi wilh a sdw Besd &l irlmadored Sdinson "A" " lite that
dirnctly abava. Whis Fhe ivo cospanier Teslly merged, the Bcaieg 470 [righd| bacams

Eral rn:.ili-r-ginl-:l equipmaal lo ba uted by Porssylvasia Al Lines wep this tni-
mobared Sinsen, Inbroduced in 1931, The Bse carried 7.000 papengery thal year.

Mnother PCA predeceiics =wan Koblar Avlabflon Corp. |Mllwavtes-Datroit]. Thia lina
uind Loaning amphiblant [abowve). Balow are the firet of tha Famed iri-selosad Foordy
b:ughl‘ by PAL. Ceonbral Ak Lines soon bought Fords; PAL rebsbated with Bowings.

TEAGER

sharndard wquipmeat, The waierss Bosings now will iupplisand PCA's faw Dowglas DC-1's



Path of the Eagle

LCondtaued  from ¢ 15

starving molor, He made the passenger
help him, bt by this twime they woere o
low a landimg was mecessary, 1t was
made safely, but the frightensd passenger
hopped ot and begged & ride o town
from & passing farmer's hay wags.

Meantime the pilot hed located the
clesive valve and restarted the engine,
He taxiied down the febd alengside the
havisad begging the passenger to retarn.
Firally, after the pilot taxiied ap and
down the Geld several times to prove
that the motar woulds't quit agzin, the
passenger was lured back on board aml
went on te Washington—and later om
1o the west coast by air.

Ehorly after Ball's compamy began fy-
ing the mails C, Bedell Monro and Fred.
crick B, Crawford formed the Mo-Craw
Airplane and Adwvertising company. The
date was November, 1987, This com-
pany wag formed for the purpose of
commercializing the art of flying It
was, m reality, the first venture into the
field of air transport of the two men who
are mow president amd execubive vice
president of PCAL

Inspired by the Ball success, a group
of civic-minded Pittsburghers decided to
make their city an aviation center, Afder
stodying  the problem  they formed
Pittsburgh Aviation Industries Corpora-

POPULAR AVIATION

tici, &8 2 communiny enterprice with the
program of making Pitshurgh a more
impnriant place on ithe airmsail map.
Ultimately 200 leading busimess men and
iediidtrial houses subscribed 31,000 00
for the program. The organization mect-
ing beld in December, 1928, elected 58
directors wader Chalrman George 5.
Davison, president of the Golf Refining
Ca, G. K. Hann became presidemt.
Richard W. Robbins, later to become
president of Franscontinental & West=
ern Air; Morman Alderdice, =on of the
presflent of the Nabonal Tube oom
pany: and T. J. Hilliard bBecame vice
presidents.  Monro was made secredary
and Crawiord treasseer,

Enrly in the sammer of 1930 PAIC,
with Transcontmental Air Transport amd
Wesiern A Express, formed Trans-
contmental & Western Air to bid on a
transcantinental air roate. The contract
was secured and PAIC was given five
per cent of the tofal stock issued as its
share, Meantime the assete and mail cosn-
tract of Clifford Ball, Ine., had heen
sald to Pemmsylvanin Air Lines, Inc, In
MNavemher, 1980, PAIC took owver PAL,

The first siep was 1o elect Fobbins
president.  Ball was retained as wice
precident in charge of operations and
Maj, H. 5 Martin became executive
vice president. Upon the resignation of
Kabbing, who left to head TW A, Major
Martim became president, Monro execu-
tive vice president and Crawford secres
fary-treasurer,

February, 1940

The year 1931 raw the miroducton af
mualti-engined equipment. A Mpaszen-
pier ir-mbodared Stinsom became PAL s
standard machine. Patronage quicklv
incréased. In 1930 the monthly passen-
ger average was 95 persons, or bess than
110 for the year. During 1931, how-
ever, same 70 passengers were carried,
Schedules were mmereased to three daily
roamd rips between Cleveland, Akron,
Pigtaburgh and Washimgton. Early im
1933 a Heet of tri-motored Ford “Tin
Gecse,”  {described  fully in Pommwae
Aviwrie, Febroary, 1939} the most
famons ships of their day, were pur-
chased. These were all-msetal planes
careying 12 paczengers and requiring twa
pilois, More than 13,500 passengers were
carried that vear,

Thiz histary has s low paoint in 1934
and 1935 The abrogation of all airmail
contracts by the president and Posts
master-General Farbey in 193 halted
FAL, like other operators, in full siride.
When the post office tarned the mail
back to the private operators ©f was
found that Detroit had been added o
'AL s romie.

Four companice bd on the contract
gl B new ofganizaton, known as Cen-
irsl Adrlines, Ime., wnderbid all others
ton &fcuire the franchize. Central put a
feet of tri-motored Stinsons into service
and Pennsylvania Air Lines, refusing to
be frozen ont, continusd to operpie the
route as a passenger and express line

(Comcluded on page 68)

HSILENT CITA TION;

...a treasured honor

THE
J

Scintilla  aircraft ignition  equip-

Eﬁlﬂ.-'!l" in 1939, the National

Salety Counal conferrid upon
Peamiylvania-Centeal Adclines Car-
poration  puablic  recognitnon  of
PuC A aplesdid service oo aviation
ifor fying 70,139498 passenger
miles withour passenger or crew
farality in 11 years). Implicic in
that signal honer was the silent, bt
powirfally  implied, citation of
Bendiz-Seintdla Magneros, which
pravided the vital spack of igniion
thraiggh these yeari.

Today, comgratulations o PO A
mre agwin in order] We, whao build

BENDIX-SCINTILL

ment, are deeply comscioas of the
treasurid henar af continuing par-
ticipation in this fnspiring chapter
of airlines hisory. Bendix-Scimlla
Magnetos will seeve POCASS mag-
nificent new feet of Dooglas D3
whry-limers, with az much distinction
am in the years past.

SCINTILLA MAGNETD
Division of
Bendix Aviation Corporafion
5'-!:!1.'.. Maw Yark

ATRCRAFT
MAGNETOS




{Continued from page &6)

anly, Simualianeoasly Fenu.;].'l'l.-nnl.; Alr
Lines boaght ot Kohler Aviation and
abtained & line beiween Detrait, Grand
Rapids and asross Lake Michigan to
Milwankee, As 2 resali of securing the
Eohler lines, PAL won 8 mail contracs
for the distance betwesn Detroli and
Milwaukee,

MNow came a pericd of bdtter competi-
tion between Central Adr Lines and PAL.
‘The latter ran ahead for a time with the
more popular Fords. Then Central
opened wp with Fords too. PAL replaced
its Fords with the theo-high-speed
Boeing “24F3". Leoening amphih@an
single-engined planes, that had been used
scrase Lake Michigan, were replaced
with the Fords

Bath companies were losing momey
laond over fist. Centrmal, however, put
intn mervice @ mew fleet of high-speed
Hinsons;, CAL cut prices.  Central
arranged &chedules to show the same
flying times hetween all competitive
points.  Soom  air transportation  was
pffered at fares well below mil and
fallman charges. Hepeated efforts at
consolidailon had fallen down, each [ail-
wie being the sigoal for a new oathurst
of rivalry. The pilots raced each other
between citses and, Hrally, the rivabry
became 8o propounced that asrmen of
ane company ceased speaking to thase af
the aother. For everyone who knows
pilots, that meant that the =itmation
was bad, -

Finally, however, a consolidation was
made and Pennsrlvania-Central Airlines

POPULAR AVIATION

Corporation=-the name of the company
today=—=was chosen. The mew company
assmmed control on Movember 1, 1934
Immediately an expansion program that
is comtinging today was put into effect

In April, 1937, o passenger and ex-
press gervice between Pittshurgh and
Charleston, W, Va, wvia Parkershurg,
W. Va, was opened but spom discon-
tinged, The company then began Aying
sivenail, passengers and express betweon
Washingten snd Buffslo wia Baltimore,
Harrisherg and Willamaport. In March,
1938 Buffalo and Balymore were linked
with Pittsburgh. Then, in rapid suocces-
zion, came extenzionz to MNorfolk, Va,
fram ‘Washington and from Grand
Rapids imto Chicago. Im July, 1235,
Dretroit and Saolt Ste. Marie were knit
by airmail and passenger fervice, serving
alsa  Flint, Saginaw, BDay City and
Traverse City. The extensions and
gradual growth brought this little shoe-
string operation of the 1920s to Afth
place in the conmtry’s alr transportation
industey, From the 1140 persane eareied
En 1930 the company has grown to the
point  where 1939 probably will see
125,000 passengers Aown by PCA. The
100,000 mark was reached in October,
this year, exceeding the 1938 mark at
dctsber by 43 per cent

From the fly-by-night operation of
1927, the company has grown into a
typical modern aitline with a staff of
aver 3H persons including 65 pilots. It
has the fnest of maintenance facilities,
the best of radio equipment and lighting
over itE routes, traiped metesrologisis

February, 1540

and reMable dispaichers and operations
chiefs. At the threshold of 1940, Penn-
sylvamia Central Airlines seems ready
for even more reenarikable progress, At
this writing the company hss on file
with the Civil Aeronantics Authority ap-
plications for roate certificaies of can-
venieoce and mecesaity o operkbe the
following rontes:

Pittshargh to Birmingham via Charles-
ton, Knoxville and Chattanooga; Fitts-
bargh -to Brunswick, Ga. via Charles-
tom, Kmnoxville, Atlanta and Savannah
Norfolk to Kooxville via Elizabeth City,
Rocky Mount, Raleigh, Greenshorn,
Winston-Salem, Hickory and Asheville,
sll im North Caroline. Grand Rapids to
Traverse Clty; Baltimore to Actlantic
City: and from Bofalo up to Toromo,
Camada,

A mew Beet of 12 Douwglas DC-F air-
liners went into zervice the Grat of the
year. Thuese are 2] pamsenger machines
with & crew of two pilots and a bostess,
The engimes are LI1H h.p. Wirights and
will cruise at 1B0 m.p.h. New propellers
on these planes will make them among
the guietest of modern tramsports. With
the Doelngs they will provide first class
BEFVICE,

The company's assets, from virtually
zero in 1934, have risen to 3978713 as of
Juoe 30, 1939, Out of an aothorized
capital stock of 300,000 shares there are
issued and outstanding some 250,000, dis-
tribated amorg approximately F sfock-
holders,

ENE

ALL-SETAL LFSCONDE, B0 90 & HOHEEPOWER

ALL METAL My SAFETY

WITH COMTINEMTAL 50 kg, . . 1898
WITH COMTINENTAL 45 Bp. . . $I19TE
SEAPLAME, CONT. &5 bp. . . . . 33170

LUSCOMBE AIRPLANE CORPORATION

West Tremfon, Mew Jersey

WATCH THE LUSCOMBES
R ..

OPULAR wherever it 15 known

and fown, this newest metal nins-
terphece I8 giving pllots everywhere a new
thigkll Im ||¥]||E'|||lt‘u' H._I.'Ing. With & eraising specd
ol 104 miles PR hawr amd o 850 mile range. on
ALL-METAL lLuscombe represents the fulfill-
ment of the private pilot's long nwaited desires.
Despite superior construction, osing strong fire
and eorrasion Teslstant metols, 8 Luscombe sells
In the lowest Fl:ri:'r bencket. It is ideal for
primary or sdvanced civilian troining as it lnnds
alowly and will Bot go into o spin withont the
age of mdder control.

Your Loscombe will malntain jts high
valug througloot e years, as It can ensily be
kept in new condithon and is quickly repaired by
the use of standard die-cot and predellled parts,
which are always available at lowest cost. Yo
owe it to yourself to see and Ay this traly luxor
ious madern alrplane. 228 down, with easy
monthly payments, will buy sn ALL-MET AL
Laseambe. Write to Dept. P today for folder

and further Information.
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